
A Pharmacist’s Perspective on Drug Information Software for PDA  
 
Many clinicians have discovered that Palm or pocket PC PDA’s are a valuable, portable and 
updateable reference tool. Palm-based drug information programs are useful for checking drug 
dosage, effects, interactions, pregnancy/lactation information, disease management and 
herb/natural product information. This chart is a comparison of two popular information programs 
available for Palm and Pocket PC: Lexi-Drugs and Epocrates.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Sheli’s Pick:  Lexi - Drugs, because:  
Most thorough and up to date stand-alone drug information resource available!! - current and 

frequently updated – you don’t need any other drug reference on your palm! 
Useful link to Special Alerts from the main menu. 
Very attractive for those who need a reference for daily clinical use 
Pharmacokinetics/mechanism of action  sections are strong where others are lacking 
Provides updates without sending personal data to the publisher 
Packages may take more memory than other programs so memory cards may be needed on 

smaller units (ie 8 mb) 
Available for both palm and pocket PC 
Has been validated in several peer-reviewed journals as “best performer” when features such as 

scope, completeness and ease of use have been taken into consideration 
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